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WASHINGTON
STATE PATROL

TrRoOPER:  JW.Armstrong ' " BapgE# 990

SusPeCT: Harris, Lori Kalene
CHARGE: 1) DUI
LOCATION: Southbound -5 @ MP 247
CAse#: 01-004705
DaTte: May 24, 2001

Synopsis:

Vehicle #1, a 1998 GMC Envoy bearing WA license 836-KQG, was traveling southbound on I-§ in the left
lane. The vehicle veered to the right, crossing the right lane, shoulder, and colliding with the guardrail.

The vehicle deflected off of the guardrail and back into the lane of travel. The vehicle eventually slid to
a stop coming to rest in the left lane, on its top, facing west.

Road & Weather:

The weather for Thursday, May 24, 2001 at about 0144 was bare and dry with a partial overcast. There
was a light breeze and the temperature was approximately 50 degrees., The highway being traveled was
I-5, which has two standard laries traveling in a north south direction. A single skip line divides the lanes.
The shoulder on the West Side of the road is about six feet wide. The shoulder on the East Side of the
road is about one foot wide. The northbound and southbound lanes are divided by a grassy sloped
median. The speed limit for I-5 at the lacation of the collision is 60-MPH.

Details:

On Thursday May 24, 2001, at about 0144 Bellingham dispatch advised of a one car rollover collision
southbound on -5 near milepost-247. | responded to the scene from St. Joseph'’s hospital. While enroute
to the scene | heard Trooper Hintz #1066 sign out at the scene. | arrived on scene a few minutes later.
Upon amival | advised Trooper Hintz that | would take over the investigation. As he was walking back

toward me away from the scene he advised that the person invalved in the callision is an off duty police .

officer.

| walked through the acc:dent scene from the north to the south. As | walked through the scene | observed

- tire marks that crossed over the right lane and led fo an overturned black sports utility vehicle. The sporis
utility vehicle was lying on its fop facing in a-westerly direction. The vehicle had -extensive daniage
throughout the entire vehicle, indicating that the vehicle rolled over at least one time. Standing just north
of the vehicle on the inside shoulder was a young white female. | recognized this person as Lori, who was
an officer with Ferndale Police Department. [ also noticed that the K-9 assigned to this officer was being
attended to by one of the fire personnel. The K-9 was limping on the right rear foot,
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| was immediately contacted by ene of the medics on scene and was advised that the injured Sﬂb}?_éi was
not fully cooperating. | identified myself to Lori as Trooper Armstrong. She immediately recagnized the
narne and became very cooperative with me. | asked Lori if anybody else was in the vehicle with -ber and
she stated, “no.” | asked her if she was driving the vehicle and she stated, “yes.” | told her that would
take care of ihé dog and any other needs she might have, but we needed {o have her checked out by the
medics. She immediately calmed down. Without any questioning about the use of alcohiol she
immediately told me that she had dnly one drink and then half of another. '

The medics started their evaluation of her so | left for a moment in order to deal with the police dog. |
instructed the fire personnel to put the dog in one of the state patrol cars in the back seat. Shortly after
this conversation | noticed that Lori was giving the medics problems again because she would not lye down
an the gumey. | asked her politely to lye down on the gumey and cooperate. She finally complied. Before
this ail took place | verified her name as Lori Harris. | immediately recognized her as the K-8 officer for

Ferndale Police Department.

| contacted Lori in the medic unit to continue with some of my questioning. During this contact and the
earlier contacts [ detected a strong odor of intoxicants about her breath. | noticed that she had bloodshot
and glassy eyes, as well as very slurred speech. | asked her if she-had anything to drink and she stated,
“yes, but | only had one glass and then another half.” | asked her if she was drinking beer or hard alcohol.

She stated that she was drinking hard alcohal. |asked her if it was rum or whiskey. She stated that she
did not know, stating, “it was whatever was in the glass.” | asked her if she is currently taking any
medication. She stated that she was taking Zaloft and had taken some Valium. | asked her why she was
taking Valium. She stated that she was supposed to be gaing to the dentist today but never did, and that
the Valium was 1o relax her. | asked her where she was coming from and she said Bellingham. | asked
her where she was headed to and she stated, “Seattle.” | had her blow into a PBT, which provided a
reading of a .129. [ showed Lori the results. She was very surprised about the result but stated, “normaily
t am blacked out at that high of a reading. 1 don't drink that often and [ know better. Whenever | have one

drink | don’{ drive.” X

. The medics informed me that they had to leave because of the 'complaint about her side. | stepped out

of the medic unit and they left. | cleared the scene and met the medics at the St. Joseph's emmergency
room. Trooper Hintz remained on scene to impound the vehicle and clear the road. Before leaving the
scene | obtained the driver's wallet from the inside of the vehicle. The wallet had a WA driver’s license in
it, which identified the driver as Lori Kalene Harris DOB01-15-73. | also verified the owner of the vehicle
via a registration found in the car. The registered owner is Lori Kalene Haris. Prior to leaving the scene
| searched the vehicle for her duty weapon. | later learned that the duty weapon was left at her primary

" residence. -

| advised dispatch to notify the on call supervisor about the pending arrest. | secured the K-8 in my patrol
car and transported it to the hospital. | requested that the Femdale Police Chief be notified and request

a disposition for the K-9. . : ~

At 0243, after arriving at the hospital, | contacted Lori Harris in bed #18. | advised her that she was under
arrest for.DUL. By this time she was already escalating through mood swings, which included crying to
being very cooperative, pleasant, and understanding. At 0244 | read the defendant her constitutional rights
and waiver of rights, which she stated she understood. She was unable to sign due to her medical
condition. Just as | started the rights Lori stated, “1 know them by heart.” After the rights were read she
asked me if she could speak with me in private. She asked everybody to leave the room. | spoke with Lori
in private. She was very apologetic for the incident and stated that she had been going through some very
rough times. Lori informed me-that she had cancelléd her engagement, has had a person stalking her over
the last year, and has been having an affair with a person she warks with. | tried to understand her
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position and hsten to what she had to say. Shorﬁy after this conversation we moved on to the additional
paperwork. :

At 0300 | read the defendant her implied consent warnings for blood, wh:ch she stated she understood.
Once again she was unable to sign due to the medical condition. [ asked her if she would submit to a

biood test. She asked for a lawyer at this stage.

| asked her what aftomey she wanted called and she stated, “Michael Tario.” | called Michael Tario at his
affice number but was unable to reach him. The office message gave an answering service of 647-3172.

wuts

| called the answering service and advised them that it was imperative that Michael Tario is contacted. -

I called the answering service back two additional times, but they were unable to contact Atty. Michael
Tario. |asked her who she wanted me to call next. | showed her the phone book and she pointed out Jill
Bemstein. | called Jill at her office number and got an answering machine only. | asked again and she
pointed out Tony- Parise. | called that number and again received an answering machine. Finally she
resorted to a public defender. [ called Bob Baird-Levine directly at his house. They spake for about
twenty-five minutes. After the private phone conversation the attorney infarmed me that she would submit
fo a legal bloaod fest but would not answer any more questions. | asked the defendant if she would submit
to a blood test.  She stated, “ I'll do a legal blood test but | will not answer any mare questions.”

At 0430 Nurse Debbie Mickschl cleaned the defendants left arm with a Betadine solution. The hload was
drawn from the left arm and two vials were provided. Trooper Cadet Bryan Ensley #830 later enterad
these items into the WSP evidence system. TC Ensley was present for most of the contact and most of

the conversations.

Bloed analysis report forthcoming.
Prasecutor Dave McEachran notified at about 0500.
TIC Trooper James VanDiest notified at time of Collision
LIC Sgt. Don Ney notified by VanDiest.
CIC Lt. Gary Shand notified via radio.
. Chief Baker notified by Trooper VanDiest
+ Sgt. Lonnie Baumon took custody of K-9 at the hospital.

I certify (declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws.of the State of Washington that the foregoing is
true and correct. (RCW 9A.72.085.) V
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